mr nick's guide to cracking

BY MR NICK.1998

DISCLAIMER: Please note that this is for educational purposes only. It will teach someone how to remove
protections from programs, but not encourage it for illegal purposes. The idea, in the guide is to show how
people add protections onto software, and how you can use your skills as a computer expert to undo those
protections etc..

Introduction

Welcome, this is the first in my installation of guides aimed at the 'newbies'. This though is different to all the
other guides. Here is why.

This guide is aimed at the very begginer in cracking... it contains picutes, much like a book when you were a kid.
This is to make things more easier to understand and it really didn't take that long to do... (honestly). | could
have written this in 5 lines, but as | said this is for the newbie.

Please tell me if you want picutures or not..This is a new idea, and | am seeing if it helps or not. Remember this
is for the NEWBIE.

What | know :-

1) Very basic knowledge of ASM

| know what POP does, what PUSH does, a vague knowledge of what the registers do etc... | have a rough
understanding of what is happening.

2) Mediocre Knowledge of SOFTICE

| know how to make breakpoints on certain windows functions, and | know basically all you really need to know
to get by and follow the tutorials of try some basic cracking.

3) Mediocre Knowledge of W32Dasm
| know how to search for a string, and what it means once | have found it.
4) Basic Knowledge of Turbo Pascal

| know enought to understand how the key generators work, and therefore enought to make one myself. Also, |
know how to make patchers.

| hope that you should know the above, and probably more. Once again this is aimed at the newbie, and | class
myself as a newbie. This tutorial is an experiment, so don't come shouting at me, that | am teaching you wrong
tricks. If the protection has been cracked, then | don't see the problem. If | have mentioned something wrong,
then please contact me at mrnick99@hotmail.com and | will bring it around in the next tutorial session.



What you need :-

1) Soft-Ice
2) W32Dasm 8.x
3) Hexedit / Psedit

All of the above are available from http://cracking.home.ml.org

WEEK1: WINX-FILES v2.8

NOTE: THIS HAS BEEN COVERED IN A PREVIOUS TUTORIAL. | DIDN'T REALISE UNTIL

WRITING THIS ONE. THIS IS ANOTHER WAY, SOMEWHAT EASIER WAY OF CRACKING IT. (REF: PC'98
Tutorial 8)

You can download this program from the following address :

http://www.pepsoft.com/wxf32_28.zip

INTRO

In this lesson, we are going to crack this program so you can enter any name and any code to go with it.

Step By Step

1) Win X-Files , the protection.

Load up Win X-Files (WXF) and notice that the product has *UNREGISTERED* all over it.
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You will be presented with this screen.

Enter a name like :- MR NICK



Enter a key like :- 999999999

You will then get a message saying :-

} Information

[ @ [reealid R egistration Password,

No Problemo.....

2) Cracking WXF.

Load up WXF into W32Dasm 8.x.

- -
Once this has loaded click on 2t on the toolbar.

This will bring up the following box.
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As you can see, if you scroll down the box that popped up for us when we entered the wrong code, is actually
here. What a peice of luck.

Double click on this string and the following will be shown on your screen.



A URSoft W32Dazm Program Dizazzembler/Debugger [Demo YVersion 8. F)

Dizasgembler  Poject Debug Seaich Golo Esxecute Text Function: HesDats Befs Help

0042401 GE580684010000 mov eax, dword ptr [eax+000001EB4]

D0482407F 3302 wor ed, edx i

0482409 ERAEDBFAFF call 0043025C

:00482A0E BBASFC moy gax, dword ptr [ebhp-04]

:D0482A11 EB262BFAFF call DD42553C

;00482416 EB25 jmp DDABZA3D

* Referenced by a [Ulnconditional or [Clonditional Jump at Address:

|:004829CaE[C] This is what we are after

|

00482418 GADD push 000DDODO

00482414 6EEB0DACZA4B00 mov o, word pir [00482AAC]

Dn482421 B202 mov dl, 02

* Possible StrimgData BRBef from Code Ob]j -*"Invalld Regli
|

0482423 BRECZA4800 mov eax, D0482AEC

00482428 ERBFE2FAFF call D0430CEHC

00482420 33D2 wor edx, edx

:D0482A2F 8BASFC mow eax, dword ptr [ebp-04]

00482432 8BB0ESD DOOD moy eax, dword ptr [eax+000001ES]

00482438 EATB20FIFF call D047 4AE8

* Referenced by a [Ulnconditional or [Clonditional Jump at Addresses:
|:00482727[J). :00482A16([U)

|
00482430 33C0 HOT Cax, eax
0D48243F HA pop edx s
00482440 59 pop ecx
:0D4g2441 59 pop ECx s
All s
| Line: 285260 Pg 3705 of 3857 Iﬁl::".-'-":-ii:s.m:
w32 S101x| —

Know this is where | don't really know what is going on.. But | know enough to understand what is happening.
The line that is highlighted is the box that is called when we enter the wrong code. Above that, the three lines, is
| think, what is happening when we type in the wrong code.

The thing to look for is what called this code. What part of the program actually said "Let's show a dialog box

saying 'Invalid Registration Code etc.....

We trace up to the nearest reference, which is the line that reads.

"This is what we are after"

That is where the call came from for the invalid box to be shown. So we trace upto that line and we are
presented with the following.

:0D4829C2 58 pop eax

:004829C3 E8A40FFEFF call 0040390C

:004823C8 754E jne DOABZATE

:004829CA BEASFC mov eax, dword ptr [ebp-04]
:004829CD EB32040000 call 00482E04

(00482902 GADD push 0000O0DOD

(00482904 66EE0DAC2ZAA800 mov . word pir [00482AAC)
(004829086 B202 mov dl. 02

The bit highlighted in green is the code that we want.



At the moment, it is going to the invalid code if something is not equal. You can ignore all of the above for this
tutorial, and this crack. This is the first point of call. You try out this first, if it doesn't work then you try something
else, find out what it does to call that invalid box etc.

So, all we have to do is change the jne to a je ...what this will do is if you enter the wrong code, it will carry on
and run the code for the correct code. If you enter the correct code, it will tell you it is wrong.

This is the most important bit. At the bottom of the screen is a line with the corresponding postition in
hexedecimal.

:004529F7 EBDO21FIFF call 004148CC |

Ll_l ~—= This is what we are after J
| Line:285223 Pg 3705 of 3357 Cade [rata @ 00482908 @0ifeet 000ET1DCER in Fiewilles exe
For Help, prass F1 Image: &40 = 99 % 16 Milion - 2495 KBytes

OK, so the one that we are after is the Offset.... not the Code Data. In my case the number is

00081DC8 (ignore the h at the end, that shows that it is hexidecimal.)
3) Editing the Value, and trying again.
Exit W32DASM. and run HEXEDIT/PSEDIT.

Scroll down to the point where the above code corresponds. i.e. 00081DC8 in my case. You will see the code
that was in W32Dasm. You will see 75 4E.

Change the 75 to a 74.
Exit and save.
4) Running the program, and seeing if it all has worked.

As before goto the registration and enter all the details, as you did before..
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Here we go.......... are you ready...............

Click on O.K.



ar FEFSOGFT wWinkFiles 32-bit ¥ 2.8 *0rdering*
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et |

You did it.. the program is now registered.

ut
| have come across programs, that do this, but once you load it up again, it needs you to register. This is
becuase you are just stopping the box from coming up. This program will actually place all your details into the
registry office, so it saves it.

You now have a free copy of Win X- Files. Please though pay for the product, as it is good, and this is only for
educational purposes.

Week 2 : How to make a Patcher for this product
Week 3 : How to crack Nuts and Bolts '97
Week 4 : Don't know......




Thanks very much for doing this guide with me, | have enjoyed writing it, and please spread this around as much
as possible. BUT do not change anything in here. i.e. put your own name in etc.. that wouldn't be fair.

How to contact me :-

NAME: MR NICK
EMAIL: mrnick99@hotmail.com
ICQ: 9431128




